Blessing

The skin cracks like a pod.
There is never enough water.
Imagine the drip of it,

the small splash, echo

in a tin mug

The voice of a kindly god.
Sometimes, the sudden rush

of fortune.  The municipal pipe bursts,

silver crashes to the ground

and the flow has found

a roar of tongues.  From the huts,

a congregation: every man woman

child for streets around

butts in, with pots,

brass, copper, aluminium

plastic buckets

frantic hands,

and naked children

screaming in the liquid sun, 

their highlights polished to perfection,

flashing light,

as the blessing sings

over their small bones.
Municipal = shared by the town or district

Analysing Poetic Devices

Fill in the table below by finding and commenting on the devices or quotes I have listed.
The effect column must be filled out in detail, and you need to give a range of interpretations.

Consider what the word or image makes you (the reader) think of, feel, understand, experience or realise.

	Device
	Quote
	Effect – you must fill this in in detail. 

	Simile
	‘The skin cracks like a pod’
	By comparing the people’s skin to a seed pod, it suggests it is dry and brittle. She may also be implying that just as seeds need water to grow and thrive, so too do these people. The image of skin being cracked makes it sound painful so the reader sympathises with the people. On a wider scale, this could also reflect the parched earth that cracks in times of drought. 

	onomatopoeia
	
	Reflects sound of water



	An imperative verb (telling the reader to do something)
	
	

	A concise, direct, factual statement ending in a full stop.
	
	

	
	‘The voice of a kindly god.’
	

	Religious imagery
	‘a congregation’
	

	Omitting the commas in a list
	‘every man woman child for streets around’
	

	Metaphor to reflect value of water.
	
	

	Words to show desperation, excitement or panic.
	
	

	Use of a list
	
	Reflects desperation as it suggests people just quickly grabbed whatever they could. It implies that they do not think that access to the water will last.

	Personification

(a form of metaphor)
	‘The Blessing sings’
	

	Emotive language


	
	

	Extension: an ironic word
	
	

	Extension: a link to the North American Gold Rush
	
	

	Extension: use of light imagery in the final stanza.
	
	

	Extension: stanza breaks
	
	Consider why the poem breaks at these particular points.


