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Belfast Confetti

-by- Ciaran Carson


This poem is written about the Troubles in Northern Ireland.  Carson describes the violence that is taking place.


In the poem, we see that the writer loses his sense of …………………………and, later, his sense of identity because of what happens.


The poem has an ………………………… form and structure.  This is to reflect the chaos going on in the city and the chaos of the poet’s mind.


The poem contains many …………………………words and images:  “broken”, “explosion”, “rapid fire”, “Dead”, “Saracen” and “fusillade”.


The poem uses …………………………; it is not a literal description of what is happening.  Carson compares an ………………………… to punctuation; “it was raining exclamation marks.”  Later, he goes on to say that he was “trying to complete a sentence in my head, but it kept stuttering.”  This is a useful comparison for the poet because communication is one of the first things to be ………………………… in a conflict.


Carson compares the …………………………to a “labyrinth”.  This shows that the violence makes him feel ………………………… in his own town.


At the end of the poem, the poem’s speaker is being …………………………by a soldier.  However, the questions “What is My name?  Where am I coming from?” emphasise that the speaker is …………………………by the events around him.  The soldier’s questions are described as “A fusillade of question marks.”  The speaker feels as though he is being ………………………….  

Use words from the list below to fill in the gaps in the passage.

explosion

confused

district

lost

attacked

metaphor

irregular

lost

violent

interrogated

direction
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