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S3 to S4 Course Choice

12 January 2022
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Purpose …
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• The principles behind the S3 into S4 course choice process.

• The course choice process.

• Describe how course choices lead into the Senior Phase of 

National Qualifications, and beyond, from the Broad General 

Education (CfE).



Where have we been…?
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Where are we going…?
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CfE to SCQF …
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CfE to SCQF …
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Relationship between 

CfE and SCQF Levels

1

2

3

4

3

2

1

early 

years 

Continues to 12

CfE 

Levels

SCQF

Levels
≈4

2 level – to the end of P7

3/4 level – S1 to S3 but earlier for some



Begin with the end in mind …
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• Plan your senior phase by considering how you will progress your subjects from S3.  

You must base your S4 choices on the subjects you studied in S3.

• English, Mathematics, Core PE, SE and RME are mandatory subjects in S4 for 

everyone. You must do these.

• Make a choice in each column C to F. You must also make a reserve choice in each 

column.

• All of your choices, including reserves, must be based on those you studied in S3.

• We will do our best to meet all of your first choices, however we cannot make any 

guarantees.  You must make reserve choices.  

• All courses are subject to staffing and pupil uptake/demand.



Begin with the end in mind …

responsibility • fairness • honesty • achievement respect

• College courses are studied at Dundee & Angus College at either Kingsway or Gardyne

Campus on a Monday and Wednesday afternoon (Column C) and/or a Tuesday and 

Thursday afternoon (Column D).

• Consider how you will make progress from S4 choices into S5/6.  Think about how any 

college options will impact on your pathway in school, college or a career.

Choosing a college option may limit your progression in school.

• Information about all courses can be found in the Senior Phase Option Course Information 

and the School/College Programmes Booklets.



Subject choice …
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Baldragon Academy S3 into S4 Option Choices 2022-23

Name: Class Date of birth

Leaving at end of S4 Leaving at end of S5 Leaving at end of S6

Career Intentions (if known)

S5 Pathways

Before you select your S4 Course Choice, please consider carefully what your course choice would be for S5 in 2023-24

With the exception of School/College Partnership courses, pupils in S5 cannot take subjects that they have not previously studied in S4.

A B C D E

English Mathematics Admin & IT Art Biology

HIGHER RMPS Photography Art Biology Chemistry

SCQF 6 Chemistry Biology Human (H) Computer Games Design 

College Course• Business Management Fashion & Textiles

History Computing Science French

Modern Studies Geography Graphic Communication

Music with Technology Physics History

Physical Education Music

• see college choices sheet Physics

English Mathematics Admin & IT Art Biology

Media Studies (N5) Applications of Mathematics Art Biology Chemistry

N4/N5 Practical Cake Craft (N5) Chemistry Business Management Computer Games Design

SCQF 4/5 College Course• College Course• Fashion & Textiles

Early Education & Childcare Computing Science French

History Geography Graphic Communication

Modern Studies (N5) Hospitality Hospitality

Music with Technology PC Passport History

Physical Education Physics Metalworking

Practical (Applied) Science Physical Education Music

Sport and Fitness Physics

• see college choices sheet Woodworking

• see college choices sheet

S3 into S4 Option Choice 

Notes

Plan your senior phase by considering how you will progress your subjects from S3. You must base your S4 choices on the subjects you studied in S3. 

Consider how you will make progress from S4 choices into S5/6.  Think about how any college options will impact on your pathway in school, college or a career.

Choosing a college option may limit your progression in school.

English, Mathematics, Core PE, SE and RME are mandatory subjects in S4 for everyone. You must do these.

Make a choice in each column C to F.  You must also make a reserve choice in each column.

All of your choices, including reserves, must be based on those you studied in S3.

College courses are studied at 

Dundee & Angus College at 

either Kingsway or Gardyne 

Campus on a Monday and 

Wednesday afternoon (Column 

C) and/or a Tuesday and 

Thursday afternoon (Column D).

We will do our best to meet all of your first choices cannot make any guarantees.  You must make reserve choices.  All courses are subject to staffing and pupil uptake/demand.

Information about all courses can be found in the Senior Phase Option Course Information and the School/College Programmes Booklets.

You can find these handbooks on the school website http://baldragon.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk/our-school/curriculum

Paper copies of the handbook are in the library and with your guidance teacher.

S3 into S4 Option Choices

A B C D E F

English Mathematics Admin & IT Art Biology Art

National 3/4/5 Applications of Mathematics Art Biology Chemistry History 

SCQF Level 3-5 Chemistry Business Management Computer Games Design Hospitality

(5 periods) College Course• College Course• Fashion & Textiles Modern Studies

Early Education & Childcare Computing Science French Music

History Geography Graphic Communication Physical Education

Modern Studies Hospitality History Physics

Music with Technology PC Passport Hospitality Environomental Science

Physics Metalworking

• see college choices sheet Physical Education Music

Woodworking

• see college choices sheet

Subject studied in S3 

A B C D E F

Choice 1 English

Reserve Choice

Name of college course 

if chosen

Pupil Signature

Parent Signature

PT Guidance Signature

S3 into S4 Option 

Choices

A B C D E F

English Mathematics Admin & IT Art Biology Art

National 3/4/5 Applications of Mathematics Art Biology Chemistry History 

SCQF Level 3-5 Chemistry Business Management Computer Games Design Hospitality

(5 periods) College Course• College Course• Fashion & Textiles Modern Studies

Early Education & Childcare Computing Science French Music

History Geography Graphic Communication Physical Education

Modern Studies Hospitality History Physics

Music with Technology PC Passport Hospitality Environomental Science

Physics Metalworking

• see college choices sheet Physical Education Music

Woodworking

• see college choices sheet

Subject studied in S3 

A B C D E F

Choice 1 English

Reserve Choice

Name of college course 

if chosen



Subject choices …
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• Core RME, PE and PSE

• English and Maths

• Further 4 subject choices, including any college options



S3 into S4 …
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• Information to parents:

• report with current subjects and CfE levels – end of term 2;

• information sharing with parents;

• relevant links within school communication.

• Discussions at home

• Together at home, engage in www.myworldofwork.co.uk

• Complete Microsoft course choice form – by Friday 28 January 2022

• Ongoing discussions with guidance teacher

• Confirmation letter of subjects and SCQF level – pre timetable change

http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/


Subject choice …
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Subject choice …
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Click here for the S3 to S4 Course Choice Form

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=8ivvw5gTK0G4l47RiS-LjQvcVNNU095AjtZrGBusjqhUM0IzWTlNVzNRVUhNUlQ2ODhOVVlXNUk2TS4u


Skills Development Scotland Guide …
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Taletta’s Resource …

responsibility • fairness • honesty • achievement respect



My World of Work …
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National Parent Forum of Scotland …
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Parentzone Scotland …
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Baldragon Academy Course Choice Dashboard …
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www.tinyurl.com/BA-S3S4-CourseChoiceDashboard

https://tinyurl.com/BA-S3S4-CourseChoiceDashboard

