


DRAWN FROM EXPERIENCE
MOVING FROM PRIMARY SCHOOL TO SECONDARY SCHOOL

Welcome to ‘Drawn from Experience: Moving from
Primary School to Secondary School’, a comic created
in collaboration with young people in Dundee about
their experiences of moving into S1, sharing and
celebrating the moments they identified as important
in adjusting to secondary school.

While the ongoing impact of COVID-19 means
transitioning to secondary school in 2020 will be a
unique experience we hope the stories shared in
the comic allows readers to think about their own
strengths and resources in dealing with change
and uncertainty - in moving schools, and beyond.
Perhaps readers will even be inspired to create their
own comics around these topics!

The project is a collaboration between Fiona Stirling
from Abertay University, and Moira Foster and Elaine
Hallyburton from Dundee City Council and Leisure &
Culture Dundee. It was made possible with funding
from the School Library Improvement Fund.

Acknowledgment and thanks go to Moira Foster and
Elaine Hallyburton for bringing the project to life,
Elaine Hunter and other staff at Harris Academy for
making sure the workshops could take place, 81 Films
for video documenting the project, the talented team
at Dundee Comics Creative Space for producing the
comic, and to all the S1 pupils who so generously
shared their thoughts, feelings, experiences, and
artwork!

Thanks also go to the wonderful workshop facilitators
Jenny Lindsay, Damon Herd, Rebecca Horner, Megan
Sinclair, Tom Foster, and Alistair Wilson.
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Introduction
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Moving Up
Script: Hailey Austin Art: Ashling Larkin
Expectation vs Reality

Script: Hailey Austin Art: Millie Strachan
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Script: Hailey Austin Art: Katie Quinn
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You Can Do It 12
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Front Cover by Katie Quinn.

Scripts inspired by materials created by S1 pupils
at Harris Academy.

Edited by Rebecca Horner, Fiona Stirling and
Hailey Austin.
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SCRIPT: FIONA STIRLING ~ ART: NORRIE MILLAR

ONCE UPON A TIME SOME S1 PUPILS WERE ASKED TO SHARE
WHAT IT WAS LIKE TO MOVE FROM PRIMARY SCHOOL...

THEY DREW PICTURES OF IMPORTANT MOMENTS AND THE R MOMENTS LIKE FINDING

DIFFERENT FEELINGS THEY HAD DURING THEIR MOVE. ) NEW TALENTS,
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AND FACING NEW CHALLENGES WITH
THE SUPPORT OF NEW FRIENDS!
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SO AS YOU PREPARE FOR YOUR
IT IS THESE DRAWINGS AND STORIES OWN MOVE TO SECONDARY SCHOOL,
THAT BECAME THIS COMIC BOOK. —

AND DEAL WITH OTHER UNCERTAINTIES,
REMEMBER...




I l IO M A ; I H E < A I WRITTEN BY REBECCA HORNER
ART BY CATRIONA LAIRD

. HELLO!

HEY!

~ LET'S GO IN
TOGETHER.

/

WOW! WE HAVE THE

I'M GLAD YEAH! SAME TIMETABLE!

WE KNOW EACH
OTHER.
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WORDS: HAILEY AUSTIN ART: ASHLING LARKIN

GOODBYE, EVERYONE.

WE WILL
MISS YOU!

I KNEW IT WAS GOING TO BE DIFFICULT
GOING FROM PRIMARY TO SECONDARY...

..BUT I DID NOT
ANTICIPATE AN
INTERNATIONAL
MOVE ON TOP
OF IT!

I WAS NERVOUS
BECAUSE I DIDN'T
KNOW ANYONE.
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EXPECTATION VS REALITY

WORDS: HAILEY AUSTIN ART: MILLIE STRACHAN

GOING FROM PRIMARY TO SECONDARY, YOU MIGHT EXPECT
TO FEEL CERTAIN WAYS, LIKE...

OR LIKE YOU HAVE TO

LOST AND ALONE UNSURE BE A DIFFERENT
PERSON.

ST
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BUT THE REALITY IS EVEN THOUGH YOUR CIRCUMSTANCES
HAVE CHANGED, YOU ARE STILL THE SAME PERSON.
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BUNNIES GO TO LUNCH

WORDS: HAILEY AUSTIN ART: KATIE QUINN

A FEW MONTHS INTO S1, THE PINK

" BUNNY WAS SETTLING INTO A LUNCHTIME

I'M SO
NERVOUS!

é: REMEMBER

SIT WITH US

WE WERE
FRIENDS AT
PRIMARY!

IT'S SO NICE
TO HAVE FRIENDS.

© HEY! COME

_IF YOU WANT? |

OH GOOD -
I DON’T HAVE
TO EAT ALONE!

THE END.




A POLICE
OFFICER!
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A SPORTS
PHOTOGRAPHER!

AN INTERIOR
DESIGNER.

I KNOW!
A DENTIST!

OR MAYBE
A MARINE
BIOLOGIST?
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A NURSERY
TEACHER!
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I DON'T
MIND, AS LONG
AS I'M HAPPY!
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WRITTEN BY REBECCA HORNER
ART BY CATRIONA LAIRD

REALLY?

AW NO! P.E. IS MY
GOOD MORNING EVERYONE! . I HATE P.E. FAVOLRITE
TODAY WE'LL BE RUNNING UP AND ( SUBJECT!

DOWN THE HILL 10 TIMES.

EVERYBODY READY?

I CAN'T BELIEVE
WE HAVE TO DO THIS
10... TIMES...

YOU CAN
DO IT, MORVEN!

= "
W o e A

YOU DID IT!
WELL DONE!

ONLY 9 MORE TO GO!
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SUPER ELLIE WORDS: REBECCA HORNER ART: KATIE QUINN

I CAN'T
WAIT FOR
ART!

SCHOO L

I LOVE
DRAWING!

ART IS
YOUR PASSION!

@




IDENTIFYING STRENGTHS ACTIVITY
WRITE:

Something you did recently that went well:
| bought cookies and a present for my friend who | knew was struggling.

What skill, emotion, or part of your personality allowed you to do this?
Kindness

What name would you give this strength?
Captain Kindness

What does it make possible?
It allows me to show my friends, family, and others that they are important me

What does it say about what you want from your life?
That it is important to look after others

How might you welcome it more into your life?
Remember that Captain Kindness is looking out not just for others in my life but me
too and | should let him be kind to me as well!




WRITE:

Something you did recently that went well:

What skill, emotion, or part of your personality allowed you to do this?

What name would you give this strength?

What does it make possible?

What does it say about what you want from your life?

How might you welcome it more into your life?







