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Welcome to ‘Drawn from Experience: Moving from 
Primary School to Secondary School’, a comic created 
in collaboration with young people in Dundee about 
their experiences of moving into S1, sharing and 
celebrating the moments they identified as important 
in adjusting to secondary school. 

While the ongoing impact of COVID-19 means 
transitioning to secondary school in 2020 will be a 
unique experience we hope the stories shared in 
the comic allows readers to think about their own 
strengths and resources in dealing with change 
and uncertainty - in moving schools, and beyond.  
Perhaps readers will even be inspired to create their 
own comics around these topics!

The project is a collaboration between Fiona Stirling 
from Abertay University, and Moira Foster and Elaine 
Hallyburton from Dundee City Council and Leisure & 
Culture Dundee. It was made possible with funding 
from the School Library Improvement Fund.  

Acknowledgment and thanks go to Moira Foster and 
Elaine Hallyburton for bringing the project to life, 
Elaine Hunter and other staff at Harris Academy for 
making sure the workshops could take place, 81 Films 
for video documenting the project, the talented team 
at Dundee Comics Creative Space for producing the 
comic, and to all the S1 pupils who so generously 
shared their thoughts, feelings, experiences, and 
artwork! 

Thanks also go to the wonderful workshop facilitators 
Jenny Lindsay, Damon Herd, Rebecca Horner, Megan 
Sinclair, Tom Foster, and Alistair Wilson. 

Fiona Stirling
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Something you did recently that went well: 
I bought cookies and a present for my friend who I knew was struggling. 

What skill, emotion, or part of your personality allowed you to do this? 
Kindness 

What name would you give this strength? 
Captain Kindness

What does it make possible?
It allows me to show my friends, family, and others that they are important me 

What does it say about what you want from your life? 
That it is important to look after others 

How might you welcome it more into your life? 
Remember that Captain Kindness is looking out not just for others in my life but me 
too and I should let him be kind to me as well! 

Draw:

Write:

Identifying Strengths Activity
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Something you did recently that went well: 

What skill, emotion, or part of your personality allowed you to do this? 

What name would you give this strength? 

What does it make possible?

What does it say about what you want from your life? 

How might you welcome it more into your life? 

Draw:

Write:

15




